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Another way in Wthh Caesar sought to woo the electorate was by lavish
expenditure. He was appointed curator of the Appian Way, and spent a
good deal of his own money to pay for the renovations and i improvements
he had made to the road and its associated structures. Potentially this offered
| agood return for his money, for the Appian Way remained one of the most il
i important roads to Rome, so that voters travelling to the city by this route
would be given a reminder of what Caesar had done for them. The
willingness to spend his own wealth on his fellow citizens doubtless i
contributed to his election to the post of curule aedile for 65 BC. There were
i fouraediles altogether, but two were exclusively plebian posts and therefore

could not be held by a patrician like Caesar. The curule aediles, who could
be cither patrician or plebian, had the right to sit in a magistrate’s official

« chair, just like praetors and consuls. Mﬂﬁéﬂil&cﬂ_ﬁﬁﬁm
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CANDIDATE

Caesar ec1él-e_c_1—a;mg his aCd[lCShlp to stage gm:imes in honour
of his father, who had died some twenty years before. The origin of
gladiatorial displays lay in funeral games. At first these had been private,
family affairs, but near the end of the third century BC they became public
spectacles, with rapid escalation in their scale and splendour. The tradition
that such fights could only be staged to commemorate a death of a family
member continued down to Caesar’s day, in contrast to beast fights, which
could be presented as part of a number of different celebrations. Yet it had
become little more than a pretext for this form of violent entertainment,
which had proved so popular in Rome and throughout Italy. Even so, it was
certainly a most unusual step for Caesar to declare funeral games after such
a long lapse of time. Yet in many ways the sheer scale of his plans was more
exceptional. He began to collect so many gladiators from the schools across
Italy that the Senate became nervous. Spartacus’ rebellion was still fresh in
everyone’s memory, while there may even have been fears of what an
ambitious man like Caesar could do with so many armed men at his
command in Rome itself. Probably as importantly, other senators were
reluctant to allow such lavish displays, which would raise the expectation of
the audience and so make it more expensive and difficult for everyone else
to woo the people in future. As a result, a law was passed limiting the number
of gladiators that could perform in any games staged by an individual. It is
still reported by our sources that 320 pairs of gladiators appeared in Caesar’s
games, and that all were equipped with ornate silvered armour. Similarly
lavish weapons were also used by the beast fighters in the entertainments
staged jointly with Bibulus.?!

During his aedileship Caesar spent huge amounts of his own money,
supplemented by Bibulus’ cash in their joint projects. The people of Rome
revelled in the shows and games put on for free enjoyment. They disliked any
hint of stinginess in those staging the games and would hold this against a
man in his future career, just as they would gratefully remember someone
who was responsible for a truly impressive spectacle. Yet it was not simply
a question of throwing money at the projects, for even expensive games
could sometimes fall flat if they were not presented well. Caesar never lacked
style in anything he did and his games were a great success. From his point
of view, the money that had gone to produce this result had been very well
spent. It was his personal money only in the sense that he had borrowed it.
Even before he had held any elected office, Plutarch tells us that Caesar was
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said to have debrts of over 1,300 talents — a total of over 31 million sestertii
in Roman currency. (To put this into proportion, the minimum property
qualification for a member of the equestrian order at a slightly later date,
and probably also at the time, was 400,000 sestertii.) This was a staggering
sum, which was then massively increased by his spending as curator of the
Appian Way and as aedile. Caesar was gambling on his political future being
bright and lucrative enough to cancel out his debts. His creditors were taking
the same risk, but presumably had confidence in Caesar to do well. The
greatest part of this money was most probably owed to Crassus. Caesar was

not the only rising senator he funded in this way, but it is unlikely that he gave
3

others as much leeway to keep on borrowing more and more.
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